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needed to obtain advice about specific safety problems. Some chemical
companies have discussed the possibility of encouraging contact between
members of their staff of safety experts and universities to provide
information about safety problems that arise in universities. Such
interactions would have immediate benefit for universities and could be
expected to increase the safety consciousness of students being trained in
universities.

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Educational activities should be provided for all persons who may be
exposed to potential hazards in connection with laboratory operations.
This group includes faculty, students, laboratory supervisors, laboratory
workers, maintenance and storeroom personnel, and others who are close
to laboratories. New persons coming into the laboratory or related jobs
should be educated about safety procedures and the procedures to use in
the event of accidents.

These institutional education programs should be regular, continuing
activities and not simply once-a-year presentations provided for groups of
new students or employees.

There is need for the publication of a regular series of articles dealing
with laboratory safety and with new potential laboratory hazards that have
been found by laboratory workers. These articles should be written by
persons who have expertise and experience in the area of laboratory safety
and should be reviewed with care to be certain that the information
published (e.g., data concerning acute or chronic toxicity) is based on
reliable experimental evidence. We recommend that scientific societies
publish a regular series of articles concerning laboratory safety in
periodicals that are widely read by laboratory workers. We further
recommend that the content of the present report be reproduced in such a
way that the recommended safety procedures contained herein can be
made available to a large number of laboratory workers at a reasonable
price. Because the content of this report will require revision as new
laboratory hazards are identified and as more toxicological data become
available, we also recommend that new editions of Prudent Practices for
Handling Hazardous Chemicals in Laboratories be published at regular
intervals by an agency that is representative of and responsible to the
scientific community. Such new editions should continue, as does the
present report, to be applicable to both academic and industrial research
laboratories investigating chemistry or the life sciences.